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It’s one of the oldest neighborhoods in New 
York City , bearing some of the city’s oldest 
street names. Over the centuries, it’s evolved 

from farmland to immigrant haven to now one of 
the chicest areas in New York to find the new, the 
fashionable and the sometimes just a little bit outra-
geous. Where is it? It’s the Lower East Side, and it’s 
the New Nolita!

About the Lower East Side
Defining the Lower East Side depends on whom 
you talking to. For many, the area is bordered by Allen Street, East 
Houston Street, Essex Street , Grand Street and East Broadway. 
Prior to the American Revolution, the area was James Delancey’s 
farm, and though British loyalist Delancey lost the property after 
the war, his name remains on one of the neighborhood’s best-
known streets. Its farm origins also gave Orchard Street its name.

For generations after, the area was home for immigrants from 
around the world, creating a working-class, ethnically diverse com-
munity. But while over the centuries the Irish, Italians, Germans 
and Dominicans have come to the Lower East Side is probably 
most Today, gentrification is changing the nature of the neighbor-
hood, with more posh stores, restaurants and hotels expanding 
from Soho and the Village. Yet the Lower East Side retains its 
avant-garde side, and makes a great day, evening and weekend trip!

DIStrICtS fOr DESIGNErS

Shop the Lower East Side
Retail has clustered along Rivington, 
Orchard and Ludlow Streets, and is an 
eclectic mix of the upscale, funky and 
stylish. The boutiques are too numer-
ous to list individually, so just start with 
these and explore! 

Foley + Corinna (114 Stanton Street) 
is a major location for en vogue clothing, 
bags and jewelry. Honey in the Rough 
(161 Rivington Street) is the perfect 
place for a party dress and accessories. 
With apparel hand-picked by sisters 

Robyn and Bianca Moreno, A Little Wicked (279 
East Houston Street) feels more like a fashionista’s 
closet than a store. A Turen, recently relocated to 85 
Stanton Street, offers dramatic leggings, lingerie and 
bags. The finest in European undergarments for men 
and women can be found at A.W. Kaufman, now 
being run by its third generation at 73 Orchard Street. 
Convent (179 Stanton Street) merges art, fashion 
and music with cutting-edge clothing for men and 
women. Apparel from emerging Hispanic designers 
is a specialty at 

Lola Y Maria (175 Rivington 
Street). Find colorful clothes at 
reasonable prices at MIKS (100 
Stanton Street).

This area is a terrific place 
for men to pick up the new 
and notable. 20 Peacocks (20 
Clinton Street) offers its own 
line of men’s shirts, as well as 
Italian labels, in a warm environ-
ment. Assembly New York (170 
Ludlow) offers classic and hard-
to-find designers for men - and 
women. By Robert James (72 
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Orchard Street) will outfit a man head-to-toe, with James’ designs 
made locally. Vintage clothing from classic designers, new pieces 
from the latest names, and items from artists and musicians make 
Consortiums New York (5 Delancey Street) a must-visit. Men’s 
and women’s clothing with a traditional bent can be found at Gar-
gyle (16A Orchard Street).

Lovers of vintage will have a field day. Edith Machinist (104 
Rivington Street) has been called “vintage heaven.”  David Owens 
Vintage Clothing (154 Orchard) has a particularly good collection 
of furs. Dear: Rivington (95 Rivington Street) adds new avant-
garde pieces (think Yamamoto) to a collection of global vintage. 
Apparel from the 1960s through the 1980s has new life at Frock 
(170 Elizabeth Street). Vintage clothes are revamped to contempo-
rary style at The Reformation (143 Ludlow Street).

Altman Luggage (135 Orchard Street) has offered the best 
in briefcases and luggage since 1920.  Miss vinyl records? Love 
Jamaican music? Deadly Dragon Sound (102 Forsyth Street) is a 
headquarters for both. The only U.S. store from Japan’s Dedegumo 
Watches is at 188 Orchard Street. Erica Weiner’s store at 173 
Elizabeth Street offers her vintage-inspired jewelry 
designs. Wendy Mink’s collections can be found at 
72 Orchard Street. Sisters Elizabeth and Irene Doyle 
have created a jewelry collection with “edgy elegance” 
from various eras at Doyle Doyle (189 Orchard).

Dine the Lower East Side
Katz’ Delicatessen ( 205 East Houston Street ), 
dating from 1888, has served Russian immigrants, 
residents and visitors for more than a century, 
rightly cementing its place as a New York legend. 
Lucky’s Famous Burgers (147 East Houston) 
also just debuted. Pulino’s Bar and Pizzeria 
(282 Bowery) offers breakfast, as well as lunch and 
dinner. Vie de France (96 Orchard Street) offers 
breakfast all day, salads, sandwiches and other light 
repasts. Brand-new Masala Twist offers Indian 
cuisine at 189 East Houston .

Alias ( 76 Clinton Street ), often voted one of the 

neighborhood’s best eateries, offers “fresh friendly 
neighborhood dining” with a distinctly upscale turn. 
Congee Village (100 Allen Street) offers this traditional 
Cantonese dish. ‘inoteca ( 98 Rivington Street) specializes 
in extraordinary small dishes. Contemporary 
Italian cuisine can be found at Falai (68 
Clinton Street).

And not everything is a sit-down 
experience. Babycakes (248 Broome 
Street) offers some of the best cupcakes in 
the city - all of them vegan, many gluten-
free. Economy Candy (108 Rivington 
Street), an area mainstay since the 
1930s, is a headquarters for the 
sweets we all grew up with, choco-
lates and gifts. Among the newest 
options is Stellina (95 Allen Street) 
for late-night ice cream.

Stay in the Lower East Side
The Hotel on Rivington (107 Rivington Street) is a 21-story glass 
tower voted among the best in the city. The Thompson Lower East 
Side (190 Allen Street) boasts a striking industrial design, rooftop 
pool and luxurious amenities. You might think you’re stepping into a 
museum at the Blue Moon Hotel at 100 Orchard Street - a historic 
19th Century tenement that’s been converted into luxurious suites 
and rooms named after legends of the 1920s and 1930s. The Com-
fort Inn Lower East Side Manhattan (136 Ludlow Street) offers a 
budget-friendly choice. Located just at the border of the neighbor-
hood at 151 East Houston Street, Hotel East Houston boasts six 
levels of stylish accommodations.

The Lower East Side provides a unique combination of old and 
new, traditional and cutting-edge. It may be New York’s ultimate 
neighborhood!

Happy Shopping! n
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